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JOHN TAYLOR STANDS AGAINST THE MOB

Near Columbus, the capital of Ohio, they [John Taylor and his companions]
stayed at a town where a number of brethren resided, and all were anxious to
hear Elder Taylor preach. As they had no hall, it was arranged that he should
speak in the open air.

A little before meeting time a number of the brethren came running to the
house where he was stopping with the information that the whole town was
gathering and that a number of men had proposed tar and feathers, and boasted
they would dress him with them if he undertook to preach. The brethren advised
him not to attempt it as they were not strong enough to protect him. After a
moment’s reflection, however, he decided to go and preach. The brethren
remonstrated; they knew the tar and feathers were prepared and that he could
not escape. He replied that he had made up his mind to go; they could go with
him if they chose, if not, he would go alone.

A very large concourse of people had assembled to listen to him. He began
his remarks by informing them that he had lately come from Canada—a land
under monarchical rule; that standing as he then did on free soil, among free
men, he experienced peculiar sensations.

“Gentlemen, I now stand among men whose fathers fought for and obtained
one of the greatest blessings ever conferred upon the human family—the right
to think, to speak, to write; the right to say who shall govern them, and the right
to worship God according to the dictates of their own consciences—all of them
sacred, human rights, and now guaranteed by the American Constitution. I see
around me the sons of those noble sires, who, rather than bow to the behests of
a tyrant, pledged their lives, fortunes and sacred honors to burst those fetters,
enjoy freedom themselves, bequeath it to their posterity, or die in the attempt.

“They nobly fought and nobly conquered; and now the cap of liberty is ele-
vated on the tops of your liberty poles throughout the land, and the flag of free-
dom waves from Wisconsin to Louisiana—from Maine to Missouri. Not only
so, but your vessels—foremost in the world—sail over oceans, seas and bays,
visiting every nation; and wherever those vessels go your flag flutters in the
breeze, a hope is inspired among the down-trodden millions, that they, per-
chance, if they cannot find liberty in their own land, may find it with you….
Gentlemen, with you liberty is more than a name; it is incorporated in your sys-
tem; it is proclaimed by your senators, thundered by your cannon, lisped by your
infants, taught to your school-boys; it echoes from mountain to mountain, rever-
berates through your valleys, and is whispered by every breeze. Is it any won-
der, gentlemen, under these circumstances—having lately emerged from a
monarchical government—that I should experience peculiar sensations in rising
to address you?

“But, by the by, I have been informed that you purpose to tar and feather me,
for my religious opinions. Is this the boon you have inherited from your fathers?
Is this the blessing they purchased with their dearest hearts’ blood—this your
liberty? If so, you now have a victim, and we will have an offering to the god-
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1 ADDRESS 1

1. I am very happy to find so great an una-
nimity of feeling in the voting, as has been
manifested at this Conference. There is a
very common axiom in the world, “Vox pop-
uli, vox dei,” or, “The voice of the people is
the voice of God.” Although the voice of the
people is very important, we do not believe
in that action separate and alone. It was usual
among ancient Israel for the Lord to speak,
presenting his laws, ordinances, and com-
mandments to the people, then they were
presented to the people, and then all the peo-
ple said “Amen.” Then it was the voice of
God and the voice of the people; or, in other
words, the voice of the people assenting to
the voice of God.

2. In relation to the duties devolving upon
the Twelve, in consequence of the changes
that have recently taken place, I can say, in
behalf of myself and my brethren, that their
full weight and responsibility are felt by us.
Unless we had the sanction of the people we
would be unwilling to assume them, and,
were it not that these things are plainly laid
down in the law of God, we would not have
accepted the situation that we find ourselves
placed in today. We feel now that unless God
is with us we can accomplish nothing that
can in anywise be for the welfare of Zion, or
the building up of his kingdom on the earth.
Those are my feelings, and those are the feel-
ings of my brethren. It is not with us as
viewed by the world generally, that there is
something so very honorable in office, for
we have learned that in order that any office
in the government of the Church and king-
dom might be made honorable, the office
itself must be honored, and that, too, by
faithfully complying with the laws of God
governing it. Then it is a high honor con-
ferred upon man from the Lord, and the
Twelve so appreciate it. Whilst they thank
you for the confidence which you have man-
ifested in them, at the same time they feel to

rely upon God, and to ask that you will
remember them before the throne of our
heavenly Father in your prayers and daily
supplications, that we may be guided by that
wisdom and intelligence that flows from
above, for without the aid, guidance, and
direction of the Almighty, we can do nothing
acceptably to him.

3. I have said very little, very little indeed,
since the death of our esteemed President,
Brigham Young. I have had various reasons
for that. One is, my heart has felt sorrowful
and pained, for we have lost a man who stood
prominent in Israel for the last thirty-three
years, yes, for upwards of forty or forty-five
years. He is taken away, and all Israel felt to
mourn the event. This is one reason why I
have been so silent. Another is, a great many
questions have had to be decided, arrange-
ments made and investigations had, in regard
to the proper course to pursue pertaining to
these very important matters. Still another
reason is, I did not wish to put myself for-
ward, nor have I, as the Twelve here can bear
me witness. [The Twelve unanimously gave
their assent.] I have not had any more hand in
these affairs than any of the members of my
Quorum; but I am happy to say that in all
matters upon which we have deliberated, we
have been of one heart and one mind.

4. When brothers Pratt and Smith returned
from England, as you will have learned from
their published letter, their sentiments were
precisely the same as ours, and also the
Counselors of President Young, whom we
esteem and honor in their place, are also unit-
ed with us. We are glad to have them with us,
as our friends and associates, and Counselors
to the Twelve. I pray that the blessing of God
may rest upon them, and lead them in the
paths of life, and that they with the Twelve
may unite together as a grand phalanx, not in
our own individual interests, but in the inter-
ests of the Church and kingdom of God, and
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AARONIC PRIESTHOOD, the descendants
of Aaron have a right to preside above that of
a bishopric, even without counselors, Taylor
5:29; to preside more especially over the
temporal affairs of the Church, Taylor 5:29.

ABORTION, becoming the slayers of our
own offspring, Taylor 23:71; tenfold woe to
the murderers of helpless innocents, other
thoughts regarding the practice of, Taylor
23:88; a major problem in the U. S. in the
1880s, Taylor 31:70-75; infanticide and
foeticide again condemned, Taylor 32:17.

ABRAHAM, promised that his seed would
serve as agents through whom God would
communicate truth, intelligence, and salva-
tion to the world, Taylor 25:10.

ADAM, a great war yet to be fought between
A. and Satan before the latter is cast out,
Taylor 18:9; came to realize that the fall
would give greater exaltation than without,
Taylor 26:3; before his death assembled
and blessed those who held the Holy
Priesthood, Taylor 26:4.

ADVERTISEMENTS, Saints counseled to
shun companies sponsoring false or mis-
leading a., Taylor 5:22.

AMUSEMENT, argument against those
establishing places which lead men to Hell,
Taylor 7:13; proper conduct for the youth at
places of, Taylor 36:36-39.

ANTI-POLYGAMY LEGISLATION, Saints
never dreamed that a Christian world
would ask them to violate a law of God,
Taylor 33:37; six specific violations of the
Constitution noted in the enforcement of,
Taylor 34:67; tribute to the sisters undergo-
ing persecution as a result of, Taylor 35:15.

APOSTATIZE, reason given for why men a.
from the Church, Taylor 15:3-5.

APOSTLES, can be instructed by their home
teachers, Taylor 26:14; the importance of
the calling of summarized, Taylor 33:58.

ATTITUDE, the proper a. in the gospel
described, Taylor 4:14.

AUTHORITY, each calling in the Church
has its place, Taylor 26:15.

BIRTH CONTROL, already becoming the
slayers of our own offspring, Taylor 23:71.

BISHOPS, to be consulted in temporal mat-

ters, Taylor 5:31; those who cover up the
iniquities of men under their charge will
bear that iniquity in the next life, Taylor
11:18; those who preside over General
authorities in ward callings have the right
to give instruction to, for example, a bishop
or home teacher, Taylor 26:13; to see that
drunkenness, Sabbath breaking, covetous-
ness and other sins be not among Saints
over whom they preside, Taylor 26:19-20.

CAIN AND ABEL, of the children of Adam
these two became representative men—the
one becoming the father of lies, Taylor 15:12.

CALLINGS, if any accept to aggrandize
himself, the spirit of God will be withdrawn
from that individual, Taylor 15:7.

CELESTIAL CITY, described, Taylor 34:57.
CELESTIAL KINGDOM, few will find the

path leading to the, Taylor 31:10; many
Saints will not gain entrance into the,
Taylor 31:14-15; if man expects to inhabit
the c. k., he must be tested to the uttermost,
Taylor 33:12.

CEMETERIES, advice in the care of, Taylor
34:44.

CHASTITY, no prominence of position, no
ties of family, no influence of wealth can
save us from the penalty for the violation
of, Taylor 34:47, 49.

CHILDREN, Lucifer has no power over
them under the age of eight, automatically
redeemed, Taylor 18:5; those who die in
infancy redeemed, Taylor 18:6; should be
made familiar with the contents of the
scriptures at an early age, Taylor 35:43.

CHURCH OF JESUS CHRIST OF LAT-
TER-DAY SAINTS, mission of to prepare
a people for the time when the bursting
heavens will reveal the Son of God, Taylor
3:20; when organized, there were a mere
six members, Taylor 4:3; thoughts on the
role played by Joseph Smith in the organi-
zation of, Taylor 4:3-6; not of man, thus
man cannot dispense with any part thereof,
Taylor 4:7; if leadership of, winks at iniqui-
ty of any kind, God will require it at their
hands, Taylor 8:3; no man-made organiza-
tion could have withstood the concentrated
hate and violent assaults directed against,
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